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There are two stories I read this week that I’d like to share with you. Here is the first story. 

 

Once upon a time, there was a wise prince.   Following his father's death, the prince assumed his 

divinely appointed throne, married a beautiful princess from a neighboring kingdom, and settled 

down to govern his people to the glory of God.  Soon afterwards, God appeared to him in a 

dream, and promised to grant the new king whatever his heart desired.  

 

Being a humble man, the king refused to ask for wealth, power, or long life, and instead he said, 

"I am only a child.  Therefore give your servant an understanding mind to govern your people, 

and to discern between good and evil." 

 

God was pleased with the king's request, and promised not only to grant it — to make this king 

the wisest human being in history — but also to grant him every other measure of greatness as 

well.   

 

The king's good reputation spread across the land. In accordance with his wisdom and God's 

blessing, the king's wealth and power grew beyond measure.  He made many political and 

economic alliances; maintained fleets of ships; built gorgeous temples and palaces; wrote the 

greatest wisdom literature of his time; and finally handed over the throne to his son after a 

peaceable reign of forty years.  The end. 

 

And now the second story. 

 

Once upon a time, there was a shrewd prince.  Following the death of the king, the prince 

arranged the murder of his older brother — the rightful heir — and assumed his father's throne 

with blood on his hands.  He spent the earliest days of his kingship killing the long time enemies 

of his father.  Then, believing himself to have divine wisdom and a divine mandate, he set out to 

build the kingdom of his dreams — a kingdom of wealth, prestige, and power. 

 

The king's appetites were beyond excessive.  To support his extravagant lifestyle, he levied 

unbearable taxes. To complete his lavish building projects, he conscripted thousands of people 

into forced labor.  To satisfy his desires, he had over seven hundred wives.  In his spiritual 

restlessness, he offered worship to pagan gods at the high places. 

 

By the end of his reign, his people could not bear the crushing burdens of taxation and slavery he 

had placed upon them. Because of his paganism, they no longer knew the difference between 

idolatry and worship.  Before his death the king found himself confronted by enemies.  A civil 

war that would last for decades broke out across the land, dividing and finally destroying the 

once glorious kingdom.  The end. 

 



So… which one of these stories is true?  Which one of these kings was King Solomon?  Was he 

a sage or a fool?  A noble or a glutton? A leader or a tyrant?  What if the answer to all of these 

questions is yes?  What if King Solomon was all of the above?1   

 

You might have noticed that our lectionary today left out a number of verses in the story about 

Solomon. The truth is, scripture tells us all of these things about Solomon. He was a man full of 

wisdom, but he was also fully human and far from perfect. If we are honest, we might be able to 

admit that we can be like Solomon sometimes.  We can be wise and we can be foolish, and 

sometimes we can be both of these things even before breakfast is over! 

 

What is wisdom? Webster’s dictionary says that wisdom is knowledge that is gained by having 

many experiences in life, that it is the natural ability to understand things, that it’s having good 

sense.  Some wise person once said that knowledge is knowing that a tomato is a fruit, and 

wisdom is not putting a tomato in a fruit salad. And Socrates said that the only true wisdom is in 

knowing you know nothing.  Wisdom is the integration of knowledge, experience, and deep 

understanding that allows us to withstand the uncertainties of life, to cope with all of its ups and 

downs.  So while intelligence, or head knowledge, is one part of wisdom, to be wise also results 

from experience and our being willing to listen, willing to be taught. 

 

When I look around here this morning I see lots of wisdom.  It’s not determined by age or formal 

education or advanced degrees. God has given every one of us gifts to use wisely and to share 

with others.  Some of us have lived longer than others and have had many life experiences both 

difficult and joyful. We have so much wisdom to share about coping with life’s ups and downs.  

Others of us are younger.  We have wisdom to share as well -  there is knowledge and experience 

of technology for one thing!  How many of us who are not so young rely on our children or 

grandchildren to help us figure out our computers or iPhones?  The young and young at heart 

among us can also teach us how to be joyful in all things, how to be accepting of those who are 

not like us, and how to take time each day to play and laugh, and trust in God’s love. 

 

The beauty of a faith community is that as we each humbly share with one another the wisdom 

God has given us, we all become wiser.  We learn from one anothers’ wisdom and from one 

anothers’ mistakes.   

 

We know from scripture that although Solomon was wise, he was far from perfect. None of us is 

perfect.  It’s easier to say that about others – just listen to the news for a few minutes and you 

will hear all about the imperfections of others. The most recent news of the abuse by priests in 

the Catholic Dioceses of PA is a sad reminder that no one can be perfect. We are a nation of 

great wisdom, but if we will not listen to each other, if we do not remain open and teachable, the 

wisdom does us no good.  What can the church learn from this recent horrendous experience? 

And what might our nation learn if we would listen to rather than attack one another?  What 

wisdom is there to be gained?   

 

And what do we know of ourselves?  Can we humbly admit to our own imperfections? That’s 

not always so easy. If you could ask God for one thing, what would it be? 

                                                 
1 Debi Thomas, http://www.journeywithjesus.net/essays/324-a-king-s-tale 

http://www.journeywithjesus.net/essays/324-a-king-s-tale


Once upon a time there was a church filled with people.  They had big dreams, as all of us do.  

They had their faults, as all of us do.  They lived lives that were marked by successes and 

failures, wisdom and mistakes.  They loved God and they didn't.  They pleased God and they 

didn't. Through it all, God loved them with a never-failing love.They were thankful for their faith 

community, even when they could not be there.  

 

But whenever they are there with their brothers and sisters in Christ, feasting on the bread of 

heaven, the very presence of Christ opens their eyes to God’s wisdom; they receive solace and 

strength, pardon and renewal, as they abide in Christ, and they go out from this place to share 

God’s love and wisdom, and the kingdom grows bringing healing and peace to the world.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


